Course Descriptions and Tentative Syllabi

Japanese Language Courses and Japan Culture

Program Overview

Ritsumeikan Summer Japanese Program session 2 (RSJP2) is an intensive 4.5-week

Japanese program that is held at Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, Japan. In this program,
students will have exposure to comprehensive introduction to Japanese language and culture.
Program contents are Japanese Classes that are held Monday through Friday and Japan Study
that is held 2 - 3 times a week. Students will have opportunities to feel and understand
Japanese culture by joining fieldwork to various cultural spots including World Heritage sites
and taking part in a tea ceremony in Kyoto, the center of Japanese culture.

Target students for the RSJP2 Program

Knowledge of Japanese - Zero, Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced.

* Note for students who have never studied Japanese: RU asks all participants try to master at
least reading and writing of Hiragana and Katakana before the program starts. RU asks that
students please study this beforehand, to better achieve further improvement during the
program.

1. Japanese Language Class

Taught in Japanese

Comprehensive introduction to Japanese language to build a strong foundation for Japanese
studies

Class contents: Conversation, reading, writing

50 min x 3 classes x 23 days = 3,450 min = 57.5 hours

2. Japanese Culture Class (Japan Study)

Class contents: lecture on Japanese culture by masters well respected in their fields

Field work to various cultural spots in Kyoto such as Kinkakuji Temple, tea ceremony, Wadaiko
(Japanese traditional drums), and much more. (*Destinations are subject to change)
Opportunity to interact with Ritsumeikan BUDDYs

90 min x 11 days = 990 min = 16.5 hours

Total Class contact and field work hours — 74 hours



Japanese instruction in the RSJP2 is offered at these levels:
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Testing and Placement

Participants will be placed into classes based on the information from their application and an
essay written in Japanese. On the first day of Japanese Language Class, you will take a
placement test. Then students will be divided into classes based on the result of the test (not
based on the academic year of the student). If you find that your level of Japanese does not fit
the level of your class, please consult your Japanese teachers. Even in cases in which students
request a class change to meet the requirements of their home university’s credit transfer
policy, students may not move up or down in level without the teacher’s consent.

Daily Class Schedule

Japanese language class 9:00-9:50, 10:00-10:50, 11:00-11:50
Lunch Time 12:00-13:00
Japan Study 14:00-15:30 or 16:00

Ritsumeikan Buddy Program

Japanese buddies, Ritsumeikan University students, will be there to support your student life at
Ritsumeikan. It will not be a 1-on-1 system, but RU buddies will assist you in groups by speaking
only in Japanese. This will help you fully immerse in the Japanese language. You will have
opportunity to interact directly with local students and practice Japanese and learn about
Japanese culture including contemporary Japanese pop culture, trending words, anime, and
many other topics. You might also be able to find life-long friends!



Program Period (5 weeks):
Housing check-in time: Monday June 26, 2023, after 3 pm
Start: June 27

End: July 28
Housing check out time: Saturday July 29, 2023, by 11 am

A total of 34 days

2-20-2023



Japanese Language Classes
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In this class, you will learn hiragana and katakana. Your goal is to be able to write a short
essay and practice conversation to be able to introduce yourself and communicate in
specific situations such as shopping. You will also learn basic kanji characters you see in the

streets and stations.
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In this class, you will learn hiragana and katakana. Your goal is to be able to write a short
essay and practice conversation to be able to introduce yourself and communicate in
specific situations such as shopping. You will also learn basic kanji characters you see in the

streets and stations.
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In this class, you will practice your conversation skills to be able to explain certain things
and express your opinions using previously and newly learned grammar and vocabularies.
You will also read about 200 characters essays and understand their contents. You will write
short essays through the correct use of grammar and vocabularies.
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In this class, your goal is to read about 300 characters essays, understand their contents,
and become able to express your opinions through the correct use of grammar and
vocabularies. You will be assigned to practice writing essays which express your opinions
and explain things precisely. You will also aim to develop conversation skills that will allow
you to use the appropriate language to communicate in various settings.
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In this class, your goal is to become able to read texts of more than 400 characters,
understand their contents, and express your opinions through correct use of grammar and
vocabularies. You will practice writing about 300 characters essays on topics that you have
read in your textbook and newspapers. You will also aim to develop conversation skills that
will allow you to use the appropriate language to communicate in various settings.
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