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What's in a name? 
The origin of CSI' s mascot 

Y
ou greet a friend, a fellow local sports enthusiast, and you say, 
'"The Dolphins won a close one last night." Chances are your 
frie;nd knows you're talking about a College of Staten Island team. 

"" ___ ... 
stad&theSICCenpuslnSUMy­
aclienowsltsoutslde lhespo,tsmd 
recrudont.Mlg onlht Wlow­
brookumpusfilhl~ fl Stat· ....... 

cr!~h:i:~~~e::y~pl 1he mari11e 

~~s~ 1::~ ~~hkh we've bee11 
II stutt} when the first publishers of the 

~:~&:~:~~:;~ 
ooUege pu?lication, B~es. The st~ wbk.b 

=~l~iitb!·s!:l~t:,&~! ~m;!att 
fice. came up wilh lhe name. 

In thh 9Crs.ion, the name wu a tnnslatio4 of 
the Oauphine, the ship on which the F'lorentine 
rTpl0ttr. Giovanni d.a. Vmuu.nn. explored the 
e:utem seabo.rd of the United Smes. In 1si.. 
Vernau.a.no becaine the fint European known 
to have entered N- Yod: Bay. 

Dick Boera and his father, Al, one of Staten 
bland'• top bowlen in the fint half of the 20th 
~ntury, operated the famous Old Mill in Gru­
mere. After the rntauruit/atUUlC b.all burned 
in 1957, Boera joined the staff of coll~'s busi_. 
oeu olf,c:e. SICC 1'1'0Wd mergie with Richmond 
Collqltin1S)76toformtheCoUegeolStatenls· 
bDd. 

A couple of old friend-. Bruno Ripp ud hiJ 
brother Rudy, reca1Jed namUI( the campus 

~~!~~ ~,;!0~:=-,.trm~~= 
wilh the fish. Later, howeTu, Rudy conducted 
IOme tttearcli that showed the mmt WU used 
for the SICC buurball ream JborUJ before the 
fint Wue oftbe ~ came OUL 

The Ripp brothert of the clus of1959 were 
I.IXIOllg KYenl studfflts who ettatcd the newl-

~,~~all~t!t°:eo!:!~e~ ;:r~~: 
Federation o(Teacbttt and a put praide:nl ol 
the SUleD Island Dnnocnric Auoci&tion; Joe 
Fen.Icy; John Sd:el; R.oyaJ bymond; John 
Caluci~tta; Helen Armitage, and VIDCetlt t.. 
posito. 

At the finl mttring of the poup, It WU only 
a.atunl dat lht ntWSpaper'• name would be 
dilcussed. "Not ever havmg been i.molved in a 

f~~!\~:i:n°!~~~e •:.~~d~'::, ~~~= 
name the papa?"' 

•1 had bff'n in the Navy u wttt Rudy Ripp 
and John Soldini; be continued. "We noted 
that Staten blmd wu an bland md we~ 
Ir would serve our paper to dlstinguiab it with 
the~ ofa,ea creature who pcme11aput 

=~!t~~ ~:~u:: 
war., we cbole the name Dolphin.• 

But it now 1eem1 that another reuon for 
=tin& Dolphin wu lhlt It WU already OUI 

Rudy RJpp, who liYes in Ntw BriptoB. ... 
tht lint karures td.itor of The Dolphizi. '"Tbe 
,choolopeaed ID s,pt...i,,, ,.,.Sa,d l beU... 
we IWted tbt paper in Pebnwy o/ 'r,,• be Mid. 

"'We we.re given• stipe11d of '40 
per semester to publish it.• 

Rudy went OD to CUD I doctor­
ate from 1be City University of 
NewYorkinpolitical~but 
became • computer ape.rt, edit· 
ing a couple of computer trade 
mag:uioes ud later doing con-

~~l1t!~rd~[:l:oo,~i!!~~~o:: SOUllNI 
tired from the city Hwnm Resource, Admina-
1ra1ion where'he had been a researC'b analyst 
for15yean. 

Bruno. who lin's in Wanen. N.~ sent me the 

r~=~ru!'::,=~~~~~:r 
dolphins RankiDJ the SICC cr~ve the 
rwne, Tiie Dolphin. The front page de-11 with 
"the puking problem• (remember the school 
w~ I.ft S1. c-rp), • ""-"'ot d...« at the Pina 
Casino, West Bfi£hton, and a Slate Univenity 

~~

0

\ts~~~~,i:11~ n:. 
O'FOltTS THAT PRODUCID THl MUCOf 

The article thal ap,:ared in the 

~ 1e~~~~olnB!~;!: 
plorinc the Juqle or College Athletic Mu· 
cota,• by R..IJ Franb. Fnnks wrote that it wu 
Boer.l's ~detenni.ned efforts• thal produced the 
a;iascot. Boera, tmttd dean olbusineu aft"ain; 

~=D~~~~t i7,::..-:_z 
~~??~to take a position u dean at the New 
~Kbool. 

ODlietter~hi,-=:n.~~~;& 

He uked Disney'if he ...ou1d do the ll.D1" for 
the college. He enclosed his drawin& of a de­
Jign. A!ttt. good deal oftimr: md negotiation. 
he. reported. the college uceived l":rmiuioo 
~us~ a O~d:t=~:t!~~ that 
B~oan't claim uedit for cboos~ the 

:elp~~~l~tQ~~i: 
form of utwon.,• uid Boen. a toog.time ius· 

tice or 1he peace In 4'ndon, where he w:u 
named Chltet,. oftbc Ytlf in 1989. 

He pined the Ullpressioo that Vernnano 
and his ship were the im.pirationa for the co\­
kge muc:ot in wnvenations with scllool offi­
Cet$ at the time - Walt Willig. prnideat. JUll 
Fittp,atrick. dean. and DTew Esterly, rua1 offi· 
cer. None of lhe thrff, be DOied. "ue with us 

a.DJl~,:rn~l~:f:ft':~~ tiririnal Dis-
ney cutoon at the college when l moved to 
Vermont i:o. 1,no," he added. "A~ it has 

=~~~
1

r~o~~= 
~~ ~~ ~:i~~~d~ ~~ 
""""'"'"""'" It's clear that the dclpbin wu adopted ea.rly 
on.shorttyafterSICCo~ltsdoors. ltwu 
solidified u the Kbool symbol when the 1Upps, 
Soldinl er al made it :be oa.me of the campus 
~Bottawurcsponsible forthemu-

When It made its wery first appearan«: and 

:,~~=::~bu~~~i~i~~ 
in place in Decemba 1956. I found a story in 

~c~~~~~r~~w!;it::; 
been Dec. 7-printed u part of the story. In it, Boerauid the 

Student Allociation adopted school colors and 
a mascoc: in the spring o( 1957. 

"The dolphin WU cboteo. because It WU the 
name ol tm ship (Dauphine) on which the Ital­
ian aploru, Gic:mnni da Venuzmo, sailed ln· 
10 rbe Narrows, diacoverinc Staten Island in 
ISl,4." hewd. 

Bruno Ripp was amemberoltheStudent M­
sociation and claims it wu formed the fall se­
mester of 19S7. So it could not have bte:n tbt 
Stu_dtn:ieA~n taklq u,y action that 

That may have been the first tim.e Dolphins 
wu used publicly leca!UC the second para­
graph said: 

--rhe St. George tum. to be k.no.-n H the 

~!i~n:.;,:~~ :C~~~~~:/Ca!~t~o;~ 
those acq_\Wllted ~th the Curtis Community 
Cmter sports programs.• 

~-._. ...... ....., .. -oi,. 

=-~j~=tr:, =:. :ru:r,niltuni~ 

The rLrlt pme ~ wu against the freshman 
twn of St. Peter's College at the latter's home 

:~ i:cL~d:Tec::;r:~e~~;a;~~: 
pma. SJCC's hOlle cowt alternated between 
-Doq,a,dCwtiabipochoob. 

On Jan. ss. 1957- the liudlllle on the fint 

- - ,_OOIJ>HINS Sl!IQNG FIRST 
YICl'OI.Y. Tloo""";~-'1_~!""~ 

=1:::;4m~ii ne~ 
~-----""""' 
~=~s~laJen~t 
laDden. by the W1J - their 1r,enth 1ttaipt 
loN00Jan,.17"atO&rds. 

ADd1o.,fortbemommt.tbe1COrJcndsben:. 
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